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Upper Columb/a Fﬁver Northeast Wash/ngton

EI A U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 10

Risk screening looks at recreation on beaches

June 2006

EPA has completed a “risk screening” for recreational use at fifteen popular beaches along Lake
Roosevelt and the Upper Columbia River (see map on page 3). The results show that twelve of the
fifteen beaches are safely below health-based risk standards for all the contaminants we tested for, including
arsenic, lead, pesticides, and PCBs. At three beaches we found levels of arsenic and/or lead that were slightly

above our screening levels, but those beaches remain safe for seasonal recreation as well.

This screening was for limited recreational use only,
such as a family that uses a beach for camping for
up to two weeks per year during summer vacation.
The screening did not include more intensive uses of
the beaches, such as year-round food gathering or
camping for extended periods of several months or
more.

The beach screening is a first step in evaluating
potential risks from contamination. We will be using
all of the sediment and fish tissue data we collected
last year to conduct an in-depth risk assessment for
people living in the area and using the beaches year-
round. That risk assessment may take several years
to complete.

The highest levels of arsenic in beach sediments
were found at the three most northern beaches we
sampled (Black Sand, Northport, and Dalles).
Arsenic levels at these beaches were still very low, but
slightly higher than our screening level. Lead was also
slightly higher than our screening level at Northport
only. Since these three locations did not pass our
screening, we will re-evaluate them for recreational use
during the full risk assessment. However, because the
risks are low, these beaches are still safe for visitors to
use.

What’s next?

This beach screening was conducted
to provide risk information for people
who use the beaches on a limited
recreational basis each year, such as
National Park visitors. We will be
further evaluating the beaches for the
following risks during a more in-depth
risk assessment:

risks to aquatic life
eating fish

food gathering
cultural practices
extended beach use
wind-blown dust

EPA will issue its final report on the beach risk
screening later this summer.

See Upcoming Public
Meetings on page 2
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Upcoming public meetings

You are invited to join staff from EPA and the Washington Department of Health to talk about the results
from the recreational beach risk screening. For your convenience, meetings will be held at three locations

along the project area:

Monday, June 12t
Spokane Tribal Longhouse
Wellpinit, WA

1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Tuesday, June 13t
Northport Grange Hall
221 Summit Avenue
Northport, WA

6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Colville, WA

6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Questions?

Feel free to contact us if you have questions or would like

more information.

Jeanne O’Dell, Community Involvement Coordinator —
(206) 553-6919; odell.jeanne @ epa.gov

Sally Thomas, Project Manager — (206) 553-2102;
thomas.sally @epa.gov

Marc Stifelman, Risk Assessor — (206) 553-6979;
stifelman.marc @ epa.gov

Or call toll-free at 1-800-424-4372.

On the Web

Directions: From Wellpinit, go south on Highway 27 (Wellpinit-Little
Falls Road). Turn left on Highway 18 (Sherwood Loop Road). The
Longhouse is on the left side of the road.

Wednesday, June 14"

Colville Center, Community Colleges of Spokane
(Dominion/Monumental Room)

985 South EIm Street

For health-related questions, you may also
contact Lenford O’Garro at the Washington
Department of Health — (360) 236-3376:;
lenford.o’garro @ doh.wa.gov.

Visit the project website at http:/yosemite.epa.gov/R10/CLEANUP.NSF/sites/UpperC

Information Repositories

Visit one of these Information Repositories for more information about EPA’s work on the Upper Columbia River,
including copies of technical documents. Be sure to call ahead for business hours.

Northport: Northport Town Hall, 315 Summit St., (509)
732-4450

Colville: Colville Public Library, 195 S. Oak St., (509)
684-6620

Inchelium: Inchelium Tribal Resource Center, 12 Com-
munity Loop, (509) 634-2791

Nespelem: Office of Environmental Trust, Colville
Confederated Tribes, 1 Colville, (509) 634-2425

Grand Coulee: Grand Coulee Library, 225 Federal St.,
(509) 633-0972

Wellpinit: Spokane Tribe Dept. of Natural Resources,
6290 B Ford-Wellpinit Road, (509) 258-9042
Davenport: Davenport Library, 411 Morgan St., (509)
725-4355

Spokane: Spokane Library, 906 W. Main, (509) 444-
5334

Alternative formats are available. For reasonable accommodation, please call Jeanne O’Dell. TTY users, please
call the Federal Relay Service at 800-877-8339.



EPA collected sediment samples from these fifteen beaches.



o
\“” Pre-Sorted Standard

Postage and Fees Paid

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency PerLr#i?NEPCAE-SS
1200 Sixth Avenue, ETPA-081 A | .WA
Seattle, Washington 98101-1128 eattle,

Public Meetings June 12, 13, 14
Upper Columbia River
Northeast Washington

June 2006





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


